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A STUDY IN UTOPIANISM
e The Utopians mode of thought has for a long time
governed the socialist ideas of the nineteenth century and still
governs some of them. Until very recently all French and
English Socialists did homage to it. . . . To all these,
Socialism is the expression of absolute truth, reason, and
justice, and has only to be discovered to conquer all the world
by virtue of its own power. And as absolute truth is inde-
pendent of time, space, and of the historical development of
man, it is a mere accident when and where it is discovered.
With all this, absolute truth, reason, and justice are different
with the founder of each different school And as each one's
special kind of absolute truth, reason, and justice is again
conditioned by his subjective understanding, his conditions of
existence, the measure of his knowledge and his intellectual
training, there is no other ending possible in this conjlict of
absolute truths than that they shall be mutually exclusive one
of the other. Hence, from this can come nothing but a kind
of eclectic, average Socialism, which, as a matter of fact, has
up to the present time dominated the minds of most of the
Socialist workers in France and England. Hence, a mish-
mash allowing of the most manifold shades of opinion; a
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